
Should zoning and land-use plans  
be used to guide rebuilding?

SPLIT DECISIONS

 We should rebuild in low-risk areas first50%

 WE STRONGLY AGREE

 Changing our parish plans is an option if it 
makes the region stronger. 

 Zoning and land use plans should be used 
to guide rebuilding

 Public buildings should not be rebuilt in 
high-risk areas

 It is not essential that residents be allowed 
to return to their original home sites

 Some places are too risky to rebuild 76%
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VERMILION PARISH 
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                                           Safer than before

   Same level of safety as before

  Move back now

WHEN WILL WE RETURN?

Should we prioritize flood protection over other needs?
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87% NO
YES

PARISH TOP PRIORITIES:
#1

#2

#3

#4

Build better levees & other hurricane protection

Restore coastal areas

Attract new businesses to the area

Encourage development of new housing

Parish residents are overwhelmingly concerned with storm protection issues and coastal 
restoration. Once safety issues are addressed, residents are very interested in developing 
the parish economy and encouraging new housing.

For more information please contact your local storefront at  
102 N. Henry, Abbeville, 70510 or (337) 893-3698

Effects of Rita
Over 6,800 homes were reported severely damaged 
or destroyed. Over 65% of parish agricultural and 
pasture land was contaminated with saltwater from 
the hurricane’s storm surge. In the aftermath, 
essential community resources were crippled.

Where should we rebuild first, low-risk or high-risk areas?

LOW-RISK HIGH-RISK

48%52%

WE TREASURE...

...our natural resources. The preservation of local 
culture is intertwined with concerns for the 
sustainability of our local fishing, crawfish 
and rice farming.
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